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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request consideration of the subject application as amended 
serein. This Amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action mailed November 16, 
^006. Claims 40-42, 44-46, 48-5 1, 56, 57, 98-100, 1 02 and 104-1 12 stand rejected. In this 
Amendment, claims 40, 41. 44, 45, 46, 48, 49, 51, 56, 57, 98-100, 102, 104-107, 11 1 and 112 
have been amended. No new matter has been added. 

DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION 

Claim 40-42, 44-46, 48-51, 56, 57, 98-100, 102 and 104-1 12 are provisionally rejected 
under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable 
over claims 1-10 of co-pending Patent Application No. 10/354,494 or are provisionally rejected 
under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable 
over claims 1 -61 of co-pending Patent Application No. 10/400,312. The terminal disclaimers in 
compliance with 37 CFR § 1.321 are filed herewith to overcome the provisional non-statutory 
double patenting rejection. 

35 U.S.C §112 

The Examiner has rejected claims 40-42, 44-46, 48-51, 56, 57 and 98-1 1 1 under 35 
U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 40-42, 44- 
46, 48-51, 56, 57 and 98-11 1 have been amended to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter, which Applicant regards as the invention. 
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35 U.S-C. §103 

Claims 40-42, 44-46, 48-51, 56, 57, 98-100, 102 and 104-112 are rejected under 6 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Miller, et a1. 3 (U.S. Patent Application No. 
2005/0055306, hereinafter "Miller") in view of Shorter, (U.S. Patent Application No. 
2002/0198782, hereinafter "Shorter"). As discussed below, the pending claims are patentable 
over the above references. 

Miller discloses a collaborative mechanism for allowing members of a group to 
collaborate on a project such as a bid or proposal. The creator of the group can be charged a 
fixed fee or an adjustable fee that is based on the number of members thai join and some other 
factors. Members that join the group can also be charged with a fee. Hence, Miller uses a fee 
model, in which the fee is incurred either solely by the creator of the group or by the creator of 
the group together with the members of the group. 

Contrary to the presently claimed invention, Miller does not teach or suggest determining 
a host fee to be incurred by the client based on the number of both fee-contributing (subscribing) 
and non-contributing (non-subscribing) members, then updating the subscription fee based on a 
cost-sharing value that reflects the fee paid by the subscribing members, and further providing 
services to the client and all the members including both subscribing and non-subscribing 
members. Thus, Miller lacks the pertinent features of the present invention that are included in 
the following language of claim 98: 

...» determining a host subscription fee to be incurred by the client based in 
part on a number of users of the hosted enterprise solution, the users consisting of the 
plurality of partner* and the client; 

determining a cost-sharing value to be applied to the host subscription fee, the 
cost-sharing value being determined based on applying a predetermined function to a 
partner subscription fee to be paid by one or more subscribing partners for use of the 
hosed enterprise solution in the collaboration community, wherein the one or more 
subscribing partners represent a group of partners within the plurality of partners that 
contribute to the host subscription fee while non-subscribing partners represent the 
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rest of the plurality of partners that provide no contribution towards the host 
subscription fee and do not pay the partner subscription fee; 

updating the host subscription fee to be incurred by the client using the 
determined cost-sharing value; and 

facilitating the use of the hosted enterprise solution by the client, the 
subscribing partneis and the non-subscribing partners. 

Thus, the present invention as claimed in claim 98 and its dependent claims is patentable 
over Miller. 

Shorter does not help Miller to render the present invention unpatentable. Shorter 
discloses a mechanism for reducing customer turnover, in which a user may reduce his or her 
monthly service cost for use of the provider's sservicc by referring others to become subscribers 
of this service. However, contrary to the presently claimed invention, in Shorter only those that 
contribute towards the service fee may utilize the service provided by the service provider. 
Those that do not contribute towards the service fee will not be able to utilize the service 
provided by the service provider. Thus, Shorter lacks the same features that are missing from 
Miller. Consequently, both Miller and Shorter, taken alone or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest the present invention as claimed in claim 98 and its dependent claims. Applicant 
respectfully requests the withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C §1 03(a), and submits that 
the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AUTHORIZATION 

Authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No. 02-2666 for any 
charges that may be due. Furthermore, if an extension is required, then Applicant hereby 
requests such extension. 

If the Examiner determines the prompt allowance of these claims could be facilitated by a 
telephone conference, the Examiner is invited to contact Marina Portnova at (408) 720-8300. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 

Dated: ,2007 . 

Marina Portnova 
Reg. No. 45,750 



12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8300 
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